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PRINCIPLES OF WOOL COMBING

product, containing a large quantity of lanoline, but
at times its price is so low that it hardly repays the cost
of recovery.
Another method involving expensive plant is in use,
and pays well where large quantities of wool are treated.
The washing liquors are first condensed to about one-
twelfth of their original bulk, or until the specific
gravity of the fat emulsions is about -916 and the
alkaline solution 1*35. This difference makes it possible
to separate the two by centrifugal machines, on the
principle of huge cream separators. The fats obtained
are purified in the ordinary way. The residual liquor
is again concentrated almost to solidity, and this
remainder is then calcined in a furnace, to destroy the
organic matter contained in it. What remains consists
largely of potassium salts, which can be purified by
crystallisation.